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Government of India
Integrated Coastal and Marine Area Management (ICMAM) Project

Directorate
National Centre for Coastal Research
NIOT Campus, Pallikaranai, Chennai

Dated: 29/07/2026

To

Shri Selwin Thanaraj
15/2, Gokale Road
Tallakulam
Madurai, Tamil nadu
625002

Registration Number : ICMAM/R/E/26/00001

Dear Sir/Madam

I am to refer to your Request for Information under RTI Act 2005, received vide letter
dated 01/07/2026 and to say that The information is furnished in the enclosurre.

In case, you want to go for an appeal in connection with the information provided,
you may appeal to the Appellate Authority indicated below within thirty days from
the date of receipt of this letter.

Dr. Roop Singh Kankara
FAA & Director
Address: ICMAM-PD(Now National Centre for Coastal research)NIOT Campus,
Velachery Tambaram Main Road
Phone No.: 044-66783585

Yours faithfully

( S R Marigoudar)
CPIO & Scientist-E

Phone No.: 040-66787051
Email : srmarigoudar@nccr.gov.in
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National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR) 

Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) 

Sub: RTI reply for RTI NO: ICMAM/R/E/26/00001-reg. 

S. No Information sought Information Furnished 

1. Live and Dead Coral Cover  

 

Kindly provide year-wise data from 

2018 till the date of furnishing the 

information on the percentage of 

live coral cover and dead coral 

cover recorded by NCCR for each 

of the 21 islands of the Gulf of 

Mannar and Palk Bay. 

 

Kindly provide copies of the 

monitoring reports, survey reports, 

datasets, GIS outputs, or any other 

records from which the above data 

have been compiled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year-wise coral cover, dead coral cover, and Coral Health 

Index data for Gulf of Mannar and Palk Bay are compiled in 

the Technical Reports listed below, all of which are publicly 

available on the NCCR website. 

 

1. Coral Reef Health Monitoring in Gulf of Mannar Marine 

Biosphere Reserve — 2021  

 

2. Coral Health Index: A Long-Term Coral Reef Biodiversity 

Monitoring Approach in Gulf of Mannar — 2021 

 

3. Ecosystem Monitoring and Restoration of coral reef in 

Gulf of Mannar and Palk Bay -2021  

 

4. Reef Resilience studies in Palk Bay-2023  

 

Link:https://www.nccr.gov.in/?q=technical-report 

2. Coral Health Index 

 

Kindly provide the latest 

available Coral Health Index (or 

equivalent coral health assessment 

score/indicator maintained by 

NCCR) for each of the 21 islands of 

the Gulf of Mannar.  

 

If no Coral Health Index is 

maintained, kindly provide copies of 

the latest coral health assessment 

reports or monitoring reports 

available for each island. 

 

3. Budget for Coral Reef 

Restoration 

 

          Kindly provide year-wise 

details from 2018-2026 to the 

current financial year regarding: 

Budget allocated, Budget 

sanctioned, Amount released, and 

Amount utilized by NCCR for coral 

reef restoration, conservation, 

rehabilitation, and related projects in 

Tamil Nadu. 

 

 

 

 

There is no specific budget allocation for the Coral Reef 

Restoration. 

  

4. Microplastics and Marine Debris  

https://www.nccr.gov.in/?q=technical-report


 

 

Kindly provide copies of laboratory 

analysis reports, monitoring reports, 

datasets, or scientific studies 

prepared by NCCR relating to: 

 

Density or abundance of 

microplastics in the Gulf of Mannar, 

Marine debris on the seabed, 

including abandoned fishing nets 

(ghost nets), plastics, and other 

debris, covering the period from 

2018 till date. 

 

 

Coastal Clean-up reports are publicly available on the NCCR 

website.  

https://www.nccr.gov.in/?q=technical-report 

 

 

5. Seagrass Area: 

 

Kindly provide the total mapped 

area (in hectares or square 

kilometres) of seagrass beds in Gulf 

of Mannar, and Palk Bay, 

 

Area difference for the years 2016 

and the latest available assessment 

up to the date of furnishing the 

information. 

 

Kindly provide copies of records, 

reports, project documents, or action 

plans describing measures 

undertaken by NCCR for the 

restoration, conservation, or 

improvement of seagrass habitats 

along the Tamil Nadu coast. 

 

 

 

 

The island wise seagrass diversity data for Gulf of 

Mannar available in the report.  

 

Coral Health Index: A Long-Term Coral Reef Biodiversity 

Monitoring Approach in Gulf of Mannar — 2021 

 

https://www.nccr.gov.in/sites/default/files/Coral - Book 2.pdf 

6. Vaan Island and Coral Rubble 

Islets 

 

Kindly provide copies of scientific 

assessment reports, field survey 

reports, monitoring reports, 

bathymetric surveys, shoreline 

change studies, or any other 

documents prepared by NCCR 

regarding the emergence, 

submergence, erosion, accretion, or 

restoration of Vaan Island and other 

coral rubble islets in the Gulf of 

Mannar, particularly in relation to 

changing wave dynamics, coastal 

processes, or sea-level variations. 

 

 

 

Refer the “Emergence of coral rubble islet near Manoli 

Island, Gulf of Mannar, India”.    

 

Link:  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/401696579_ 

Emergence_of_coral_rubble_islet_near_Manoli_Island 

_Gulf_of_Mannar_India 

 

DOI: 10.56042/ijms.v53i11.14308 
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