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We'll focus on marine

litter, says MOES secy

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, APRIL 20

three in the west coast to
observe the marine pollu-
tion and predict the water

After understanding the quality
gravity of the marine litt  “National Centre for
ter problem, India is likely Coastal Research and INC-

to formulate a new marine
litter policy to control du-
mping the plastic wastes
in the open sea, according
to M.Rajeevan, union sec-
retary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES).

Speaking to reporters af-
ter inaugurating National
Centre for Coastal Resear-
ch in Chennai on Friday,
M. Rajeevan said, “marine
litter has become a very
big problem. We are going
to work with several coun-
tries including UK and US
to understand the gravity
of the situation, to assess
the marine litter problem
and also to help the gov-
ernment to make
the policies for
regulating it.”

“We have regulations for
dumping wastes inland,
but we don’t have any reg-
ulations for the open sea.
Marine litter has become
the focus for many coun-
tries as scientists are say-
ing that the marine plastic
wastes will outnumber the

fichace in tha Aaroan in four
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018 will work on marine
coastal observatories. Out
of six observatories, two
observatories will come by
December 2018,” he added.

INCOIS director Sathee-
sh C.Shenoi said, “West
Bengal, Visakhapatnam
and Chennai will have obs-
ervatories on the east
coast and Cochin, Mumbai
and Gujarat will host
observatories on the west
coast. The exact locations
for the observatories are
yvet to be finalised,” he
said.

The observatories will
have buoys with high-qual-
ity sensors to assess vario-
us parameters. “These ob-
servatories will help the
forecasting of water quali-
ty in advance,” he said.

Integrated Coastal and
Marine Area Management
Project Directorate (ICM-
AM PD) is being upgraded
as National Centre for
Coastal Research (NCCR).
The new centre will focus
on coastal research includ-
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